
Will You not revive us again,
that Your people may rejoice in You?

Psalm 85:6
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Couple of questions:

What is a Christian revival?

Why is revival so important in the life of a Believer?

What are some examples of past revivals?

What happens during a revival?

How does spiritual revival take place?

What are the effects of a revival?

And how can we begin the process of revival today?
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What is a Christian revival?

A revival refers to a spiritual awakening from a state 
of dormancy or stagnation in the life of a believer.

Let me share it with you this way…
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Revival

Couple of questions:

What is a Christian revival?

One key to revival is a resurgence of faith in the 
believer.  Not faith for salvation, but faith in the 

Word and character of God.

It is taking God at His Word and living one’s life in 
accordance with His truth, and not what we 

think or feel or want.
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Couple of questions:

What is a Christian revival?

So let’s look at a key element for revival – faith.

And let’s do so by learning from someone who has 
achieved what we desire, and has left us a record 

of his journey in faith with our Lord…

George Muller.
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Revival

Couple of questions:

What is a Christian revival?

But first, a little Scriptural foundation.
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Mentors, parents, or examples are vital for success.

We learn from what others have learned so we don’t 
make the same mistakes others did.

This is part of parenting.

And it is Biblical.

Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 11:1 in context.
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Imitate me (Paul), just as I (Paul) also imitate Christ.

1 Corinthians 11:1

But what is Paul specifically referring to?

What does this mean in context?

For that, let’s look at the last few verses in 
1 Corinthians 10.
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First, Paul states some general commands:

Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God.  Give no offense, either 
to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the church of God, 

1 Corinthians 10:31-32
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Then, he makes it personal by presenting himself 
as an example for others to follow:

just as I (Paul) also please all men in all things, 
not seeking my (Paul) own profit, but the profit of 

many, that they may be saved.

1 Corinthians 10:33

And then the next statement.
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Imitate (mimētḗs) me (Paul), just as I (Paul) also 
imitate (mimētḗs) Christ.

1 Corinthians 11:1

The word mimētḗs means “to imitate, mimic, 
to copy the words or behavior of another.”

And this idea of following the example of another 
is found elsewhere in Scripture.
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So what is the lesson to be learned?

Simply this:  There are two ways to be successful.

One, find someone who is successful and do 
exactly what they did to become successful.

Two, find someone who is not successful, 
and do the exact opposite of what they did 

to become unsuccessful.

This truth applies to both your secular and sacred life.
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Let’s look at an extremely successful believer in 
the realm of faith and trust in God, 

and his name is George Muller.

What lessons can we learn from his life?

Will the Lord honor our faith in the same way 
He honored the faith of George Muller?

And if so, what are we waiting for?
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Born in 1805 in Prussia (Germany)

Died in 1898 at the age of 92

He established the Scriptural Knowledge Institution 
for Home and Abroad and distributed over 285,407 

Bibles, 1,459,506 New Testaments, and 244,351 other 
religious tracks that were translated into 

twenty languages.
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Born in 1805 in Prussia (Germany)

Died in 1898 at the age of 92

And he was able to do all of this by prayer alone.  
Muller never solicited gifts nor went into dept nor 
told anyone their financial needs.  When asked he 
would say, “the Lord provides for all our needs.”

It is estimated he prayed into the ministry over 
$113,000,000.
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George Muller

He was saved at a small prayer meeting at age 20.

He offered himself for missions and, in 1832, 
pastored a small church in Bristol and was moved 

by the plight of the orphans in that area.

But the purpose of the orphanages were not to 
solely improve the condition of the orphans.

It was to show the world God means what He says 
and says what He means.

And that His promises can be trusted.
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George Muller

George Muller summarized the passion of his life:

“To display with open proofs that God could be 
trusted with the practical affairs of this life.”
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George Muller

Let me read this summary of his life that was shared 
at the Bethlehem Conference for Pastors in 2004.

This should give you a glimpse into his life.
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And the rest, as we know, is history.

But in closing, let me share with you George Muller’s 
own words regarding the goal of the orphan houses 

and his living by faith, with all the blessings and 
troubling times that came with this life.

I hope your faith will be encouraged to grow.
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Remember, the passion of George Muller’s life was:

“To display with open proofs that God could be 
trusted with the practical affairs of this life.”

And he continued…
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“It seemed to me best done, by the establishing of an 
Orphan-House.  It needed to be something which 

could be seen, even by the natural eye.” 



George Muller

“Now, if I, a poor man, simply by prayer and faith, 
obtained, without asking any individual, the means 
for establishing and carrying on an Orphan-House: 
there would be something which, with the Lord's 
blessing, might be instrumental in strengthening 
the faith of the children of God besides being a 

testimony to the consciences of the unconverted, 
of the reality of the things of God.”



George Muller

“This, then, was the primary reason, for establishing 
the Orphan-House.  The first and primary object of 

the work was, (and still is) that God might be 
magnified by the fact, that the orphans under my care 

are provided, with all they need, only by prayer and 
faith, without any one being asked by me or my 

fellow-laborers, whereby it may be seen, 
that God is FAITHFUL STILL, and HEARS PRAYER STILL.”
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Just to give you a visual understanding of what 
God can do through faith and prayer, 

these are the orphan houses built by faith.

Rental House 

Rented on Wilson Street in 1836.
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Ashley Down House 2

Completed in 1857
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these are the orphan houses built by faith.

Ashley Down House 3

Completed in 1862





George Muller

Just to give you a visual understanding of what 
God can do through faith and prayer, 

these are the orphan houses built by faith.



George Muller

Just to give you a visual understanding of what 
God can do through faith and prayer, 

these are the orphan houses built by faith.

Ashley Down House 4 and 5



George Muller

Just to give you a visual understanding of what 
God can do through faith and prayer, 

these are the orphan houses built by faith.

Ashley Down House 4 and 5

Completed in 1870
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Revival

Couple of questions:

What is a Christian revival?

Why is it so important in the life of a Believer?

What are some examples of past revivals?

What happens during a revival?

How does revival take place?

What are the effects of a revival?

And how can we begin the process of revival today?






